



PURPOSE OF THE WORLD HANDICAP SYSTEM (WHS) 

The purpose of the WHS is to provide maximum enjoyment for all who play the game by 
enabling players of any ability, from anywhere in the world, to play and compete with 
others on a fair basis. 


            


  


INSERT DATE

RXOHV RI HaQGLcaSSLQJ
COXb MHPbHUV PUHVHQWaWLRQ

Iƚ iƐ ǀeƌǇ likelǇ ƚhaƚ ƚhe ŵeŵbeƌƐ ƌaŶge fƌŽŵ ƚhŽƐe ǁhŽ ƐiŵƉlǇ ǁaŶƚ 
ƚŽ ƵŶdeƌƐƚaŶd ͚hŽǁ dŽeƐ ƚhiƐ affecƚ ŵe͛  ƚŽ ƚhŽƐe ǁhŽ ǁaŶƚ ƐŽŵe 
ƵŶdeƌƐƚaŶdiŶg Žf hŽǁ ƚhe ƐǇƐƚeŵ iƚƐelf ǁŽƌkƐ͘ 
SŽ iƚ iƐ acceƉƚable ƚŽ ƉƌeƐeŶƚ ƚhe ƐlideƐ aƚ ƋƵiƚe a high leǀel͕ allŽǁiŶg 
ƐŽŵe cŽŶƚƌŽlled ƋƵeƐƚiŽŶƐ͕ bƵƚ ƉƌŽŵiƐiŶg ƚŽ ƚake ŵŽƌe iŶͲdeƉƚh 
diƐcƵƐƐiŽŶƐ ŽffͲliŶe afƚeƌǁaƌdƐ͘ 
FŽƌ ƚhiƐ ƌeaƐŽŶ ƚheƐe NŽƚeƐ ƉageƐ caŶ be ƵƐed aƐ a ƐcƌiƉƚ ǁiƚh 
͚addiƚiŽŶal ŶŽƚeƐ͛ iŶ ƌeƐeƌǀe fŽƌ ƵƐe aƐ Ŷeeded͘

ϭ

PXUSoVe of Whe WoUld HandicaS S\VWem

TKH WRUOG HaQGLcaS S\VWHP LQcOXGHV WKH RXOHV RI 
HaQGLcaSSLQJ aQG WKH CRXUVH RaWLQJ S\VWHP. IWV SXUSRVH LV 
WR HQabOH aV PaQ\ JROIHUV aV SRVVLbOH WKH RSSRUWXQLW\ WR:

• ObWaLQ aQG PaLQWaLQ a HaQGLcaS IQGH[,

• UVH WKHLU HaQGLcaS IQGH[ RQ aQ\ JROI cRXUVH aURXQG 
WKH ZRUOG, aQG

• CRPSHWH, RU SOa\ UHcUHaWLRQaOO\, ZLWK aQ\RQH HOVH RQ 
a IaLU baVLV.

Read the bullets

A WHS ŚaŶdŝcaƉ ŝƐ ƚĞƌŵĞd a ͚HaŶdŝcaƉ IŶdĞǆ͛ and ǁill be 
eǆplained later

ϰ



COURSE RATING 

It is Course Rating that allows portability of players’ handicaps. It measures how many 
strokes a Scratch player should take on any given course, and this provides a common 
base from which to compare different players’ abilities. 

The example below shows 2 holes of equal length, but the second hole has more 
obstacles which will, quite obviously, increase the playing difficulty. Players of different 
abilities will find that second hole to be more or less difficult than the scratch golfer, 
depending on their ability level. 





You could measure every hole on the course to assess the difficulty for EVERY single 
handicap (it may take a while!! but you’d find there was a straight-line relationship 
between the difficulty for the scratch golfer and the difficulty for the other handicap levels) 
but luckily there is a method that can be used that means the course needs only to be 
measured for the Scratch player and ONE other ability level, and then the difficulty for all 
other handicaps can be deduced.  This method used is called a Slope Rating.


WhaW LV cRXUVe UaWLQg?

CRXUVH RaWLQJ aVVHVVHV WZR W\SHV RI 
FKaOOHQJHV; WKH HIIHFWLYH SOa\LQJ OHQJWK RI WKH 
FRXUVH aQG WKH RbVWaFOHV WKaW a SOa\HU ZLOO 
HQFRXQWHU.

AOO UaWLQJV aUH FRPSOHWHG b\ WUaLQHG WHaPV, 
ZLWK aOO ILQGLQJV FKHFNHG aQG YHULILHG SULRU WR 
bHLQJ SXbOLVKHG.

RaWLQJV aOORZ IRU WHH VHWV WR bH UaWHG IRU bRWK 
JHQGHUV (H[FHSW IRU a ZRPHQ/JLUO'V Pa[LPXP 
FRXUVH OHQJWK bHLQJ 6100 \aUGV).

It is Course Rating ;similar in principle SSS eǆcept there is a 
decimal pointͿ that allows portabilitǇ of plaǇers͛ handicaps͘ It 
measures how manǇ strokes a Scratch plaǇer should take on anǇ 
given course͕ and this provides a common base from which to 
compare different plaǇers͛ abilities͘ 

The eǆample shows Ϯ holes of equal length͕ but the second hole 
has more obstacles which will͕ quite obviouslǇ͕ increase the 
plaǇing difficultǇ͘  You will all agree Ǉou maǇ need some 
additional strokes to plaǇ it͘ And plaǇers of different abilitǇ will 
find that second hole to be more or less difficult than the 
scratch golfer͕  depending on their abilitǇ level͘

You could measure everǇ hole on the course to assess the 
difficultǇ for EVERY single handicap ;it maǇ take a while͊͊ but 

ϲ



SLOPE RATING 

There are two measures taken that provide a Slope Rating: 

The Course Rating is the score that a scratch golfer is expected to score; the Bogey 
Rating is the score a bogey player (a handicap of between 20 for men and 24 for women) 
is expected to score. 

Knowing the Course Rating and Bogey Rating allows a line to be drawn representing the 
relationship between the two (as for one of those in the image below – hence the term 
‘Slope’ ). From this the difficulty of the course for all other levels of ability can be 
deduced. 

Course and Slope Ratings are gender specific and the tee you play must have a rating for 
your gender. 





How does the Slope Rating affect your handicap? You will have a Course 

Handicap calculated for whichever set of tees you decide to play from, that tells you how 
many strokes are needed for your level of handicap on that particular set of tees .....  

The Slope Rating is, therefore, a key component in the calculation of the number of 
strokes each player receives to play a particular golf course. Slope Rating values range 
from 55 to 155 and 113 is the slope value indicating ‘standard’ relative difficulty 

There is a common misconception that the Slope Rating compares the difficulty of one 
course with another. IT DOES NOT. It compares the difficulty of a course (playing from a 
specific set of tees) for the Bogey player compared to the Scratch player from the same 
set of tees. It does NOT indicate the relative playing difficulty of that set of tees versus a 
set of tees at another course. 


WhaW iV a SlRSe RaWing?

• CRXUVe RaWLQg LV WKe PeaVXUe Rf WKe SOa\LQg 
dLffLcXOW\ Rf a VeW Rf WeeV fRU a ScUaWch GRlfeU 

• BRge\ RaWLQg LV WKe PeaVXUe Rf WKe SOa\LQg 
dLffLcXOW\ Rf a VeW Rf WeeV fRU a BRge\ GRlfeU 

• A SlRSe RaWing LV WKe QXPbeU ZKLcK LQdLcaWeV WKe 
UeOaWLYe SOa\LQg dLffLcXOW\ Rf a cRXUVe fRU bRge\ 
gROfeUV, cRPSaUed WR VcUaWcK gROfeUV. 

• IW LV WKe cRPbLQaWLRQ Rf WKe CRXUVe RaWLQg aQd WKe 
BRge\ UaWLQg WKaW aOORZV XV WR caOcXOaWe WKe SORSe 
RaWLQg Rf a VeW Rf WeeV. 

There are two measures taken that provide a Slope Rating͗

The Course Rating is the score that a scratch golfer is expected to score͖ 
the BogeǇ Rating is the score a bogeǇ plaǇer ;a handicap of between ϮϬ for 
men and Ϯϰ for womenͿ is expected to score͘

Knowing the Course Rating and BogeǇ Rating allows a line to be drawn 
representing the relationship between the two ;as for one of those in the 
image above ʹ hence the term ͚Slope͛ Ϳ͘ From this the difficultǇ of the 
course for all other levels of abilitǇ can be deduced͘

Course and Slope Ratings are gender specific and the tee Ǉou plaǇ must 
have a rating for Ǉour gender͘

How does the Slope Rating affect Ǉour handicap͍ You will have a CŽƵƌƐĞ 
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OBTAINING A HANDICAP INDEX 

Most of you already have a handicap, but for completeness let’s start with a new golfer 
putting in scores for the first time ...... 

This is the same principle as we have now under CONGU. 

All of the 9- or 18- holes must be played. 9-holes scores are combined as they come in, 
to result in an 18-hole score. 

Scores per hole will be capped at par +5, until the initial Index had been allocated. 


Once 20 scores are available, a ‘fully developed’ handicap index can be calculated. 


If a player has not yet attained 20 scores, the software will calculate a player’s handicap 
index based on the number of scores they do have and the actual scores to date.


ObWaiQiQg a HaQdicaS IQde[ (NeZ GROfeU)

• POa\HUV aUH UHTXLUHG WR VXbPLW 54 KROHV 
RI VFRUHV PaGH XS RI aQ\ FRPbLQaWLRQ 
RI 9- RU 18-KROH URXQGV.

• TKHUH LV QR WLPH OLPLW RQ FRPSOHWLQJ WKH 
VXbPLVVLRQ RI WKHVH VFRUHV.

• Ma[LPXP HaQGLFaS IQGH[ RI 54, IRU 
bRWK PHQ aQG ZRPHQ.

Most of Ǉou alreadǇ have a handicap͕ but for completeness let s͛ 
start with a new golfer putting in scores for the first time ͙͙

This is the same principle as we have now under CONGU͘ 

All of the ϵͲ or ϭϴͲ holes must be plaǇed͘ ϵͲholes scores are 
combined as theǇ come in͕ to result in an ϭϴͲhole score͘

Scores per hole will be caped at par нϱ͕ until the initial Index 
had been allocated͘ 

Additional detail͗
A change from CONGU͗ these scores can be submitted from anǇ 
affiliated clubͬcourse͘ 

ϭϬ



Below is an example of a players handicap record containing the last 20 scores played in 
date order (most recent at the top): 

We identify the best 8 (highlighted in Yellow) and divide the total by 8 


Giving a Handicap Index of 13.0.


As a new score is added, the most recent 20 is updated and the 21st score will be 
dropped 


HandicaS Inde[ CalcXlaWion

• AGGLQJ WRJHWKHU WKH 
EHVW 8 GLIIHUHQWLDOV RXW 
RI WKH ODVW 20:

HDQGLFDS ,QGH[ RI 13.0 

• AQG DYHUDJLQJ WKH WRWDO:

12.8

+ 15.8

+ 13.5

+ 15.6

+ 11.0

+ 10.4

+ 13.1

+ 12.1

= 104.3 / 8

Once ϮϬ scores are available, a ͚fully developed͛ handicap index 
can be calculated͗

This is an example of a players handicap record͘ 

Containing the last ϮϬ scores played in date order ;most recent 
at the topͿ͗ 

• We identify the best ϴ ;highlighted in YellowͿ and divide the 
total by ϴ

• Giving a Handicap Index of ϭϯ͘Ϭ͘

ϭϰ

Handicap Index Calculation

As a neǁ score is added͕ ƚhe mosƚ recenƚ ϮϬ is Ƶpdaƚed and ƚhe 
Ϯϭsƚ score ǁill be dropped 

ϭϱ



The process of calculating the updated Handicap Index is then repeated: 


In this case, the updated Handicap Index is 13.3 
This makes sense because 12.1 has been replaced by 14.5 

Because the handicap index is completely refreshed every 20 scores, the system is very 
responsive to changes in form. 
A golfer playing 3 times a week will completely refresh their scoring record in 2 months.


Once you have decided which tees you are going to play, you must convert your 
Handicap Index into a Course Handicap.


Handicap Inde[ CalcXlaWion

HDQGLFDS ,QGH[ RI 13.3 

14.5

+ 12.8

+ 15.8

+ 13.5

+ 15.6

+ 11.0

+ 10.4

+ 13.1

= 106.7 р 8

• AGGLQJ WRJHWKHU WKH 
EHVW 8 GLIIHUHQWLDOV RXW 
RI WKH ODVW 20:

• AQG DYHUDJLQJ WKH WRWDO:

The process of calculating the updated Handicap Index is then 
repeated͗

In this case͕ the updated Handicap Index is ϭϯ͘ϯ

This makes sense because ϭϮ͘ϭ has been replaced by ϭϰ͘ϱ

Because the handicap index is completely refreshed every ϮϬ 
scores͕ the system is very responsive to  changes in form͘ 
A golfer ;probably a senior͊Ϳ playing ϯ times a week will 
completely refresh their scoring record in Ϯ months͘
So that frozen shoulder could have quite an impact on your 
handicap͊
The implications of this will be considered in a moment͘

ϭϲ



COURSE HANDICAP 

Your Course Handicap provides you with the number of strokes you need to help you play 
to your handicap based on the difficulty of the course and the set of tees you will be 
playing. 


The conversion process is easy—and can be done by using a look-up table located near 
the first tee, your Club software or a mobile app. 


For those of you who like numbers, you can do it yourself using the following formula for 
an 18-hole round:


Course Handicap = Handicap Index x (SlopeRating/113)


NOTE: The calculation for a 9-hole round is different. 


Course Handicap Calculation.

• FRU a HaQdLcaS IQde[ WR be SRUWabOe acURVV cRXUVeV, LW 
PXVW be cRQYeUWed LQWR a CRXUVe HaQdLcaS WR deWeUPLQe 
WKe QXPbeU Rf VWURNeV a SOa\eU UeceLYeV fRU WKe gROf cRXUVe 
beLQg SOa\ed. 

• A CRXUVe HaQdLcaS ORRN XS WabOe ZLOO be aYaLOabOe aW eacK 
cOXb, RU \RX cRXOd XVe aQ ASS RU WKe cOXb KaQdLcaS 
VRfWZaUe. 

• YRX VLPSO\ VeOecW WKe WeeV \RX ZaQW WR SOa\ aQd ORRN XS 
\RXU HaQdLcaS LQde[ WR aVceUWaLQ \RXU CRXUVe HaQdLcaS

• If \RX aUe SOa\LQg LQ a cRPSeWLWLRQ RU PaWcK \RX ZLOO aOVR 
Qeed WR NQRZ aQ\ KaQdLcaS aOORZaQceV WKaW Pa\ be 
aSSOLed.

BefŽƌe aŶǇ ƉůaǇeƌ gŽeƐ ŽƵƚ ƚŽ ƉůaǇ ƚheǇ ŵƵƐƚ eƐƚabůiƐh ƚheiƌ 
cŽƵƌƐe haŶdicaƉ͘ 
;KŶŽǁŝŶŐ ǇŽƵƌ CŽƵƌƐe HaŶdŝcaƉ ŝƐ ŝŵƉŽƌƚaŶƚ fŽƌ ǇŽƵƌ ƌŽƵŶd 
aŶd ŝƐ aůƐŽ a RƵůe Žf GŽůfͿ

CůƵbƐ ǁiůů haǀe ůŽŽk ƵƉ ƚabůeƐ fŽƌ ƚheiƌ ƌeůeǀaŶƚ ƚee ƐeƚƐ͕ Žƌ ǇŽƵ 
caŶ ƵƐe aŶ aƉƉ͘

NEXT͗ a ƐŚŽƌƚ ǀŝdeŽ ƐƵŵŵaƌŝƐŝŶŐ ƚŚe cŽŶceƉƚ Žf SůŽƉe RaƚŝŶŐ 
aŶd CŽƵƌƐe HaŶdŝcaƉ

AddiƚiŽŶaů deƚaiů͗

SŽŵe ƉůaǇeƌƐ ŵaǇ ǁiƐh ƚŽ caůcƵůaƚe ƚheiƌ CŽƵƌƐe HaŶdicaƉ 
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HANDICAP ALLOWANCES 

Depending on the format of play, a handicap allowance may be applied to your Course 
Handicap.  
The resulting strokes received is called the Playing Handicap. They allow for equity to be 
achieved across all formats and give all players an equal opportunity of success. 


Playing Handicap = Course Handicap x Handicap Allowance

Example: 


The recommended handicap allowance for individual Stroke Play events is 95%, which 
means a player could have a Course Handicap of 15 and a Playing Handicap of 14. 


If players are competing from different tees, a further adjustment may be necessary for 
any differences in Course Rating. 


A golfer can still play a singles event using their Course Handicap and allow the software 
to adjust the strokes received for the leaderboard nett scores 


SWUokeV ReceiYed: Pla\ing Handicap

SingleV FoUmaWV
Handicap 
AlloZance

Team FoUmaWV Handicap AlloZance

IndiYidXal maWch pla\ 100% FoXU-ball maWch pla\ 90%

IndiYidXal VWUoke pla\ 95%
FoXU-ball VWUoke pla\ / 

VWablefoUd
85%

IndiYidXal VWablefoUd 95% FoXUVomeV 50% RI cRPbLQHG WHaP KaQGLcaS

IndiYidXal paU / boge\ 95% GUeenVomeV
60% LRZ KaQGLcaS + 40% KLJK 

KaQGLcaS

IndiYidXal Ma[imXm 
ScoUe

95% ScUamble (4 pla\eUV)
25%/20%/15%/10%                       

IURP ORZHVW WR KLJKHVW KaQGLcaS

These allowances are applied to the Course Handicap 
The resulting strokes received is called the PlaǇing Handicap
TheǇ allow for equitǇ to be achieved across all formats͕ give all 
plaǇers an equal opportunitǇ of success͘ 

A golfer can still plaǇ a singles event using their Course 
Handicap and allow the software to adjust the strokes received 
for the leaderboard nett scores 

Additional detail͗

The WHS best ϴ out of ϮϬ provides equitǇ for headͲtoͲhead 
matchplaǇ scenarios͕ but in singles strokeplaǇ ;where 
leaderboard position in a miǆed abilitǇ field is taken into 
considerationͿ WHS slightlǇ favours the higher handicaps͘ For 
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ADJUSTMENTS TO HOLE SCORES 


If during an 18 hole round a player fails to complete a hole or records a score higher than 
Net Double Bogey (NDB), the gross score for that hole shall be adjusted to the NDB for 
that player using their Course Handicap (similar to now). 

If a player doesn’t start a hole or leaves the course after playing the minimum number of 
acceptable holes, the player will be given a score of Net Par for the holes not played 
(unless fewer than 14 holes have been returned then the player will be given Net Par +1 
on the first hole not played and Net Par for the remaining holes). Fairly similar to our 
treatment of 9-hole scores in CONGU. 

This is not meant to be a ‘get out of jail free card’ to avoid playing holes you don’t like! 
Penalties would be applied for such behaviour.


AdMXVWPeQWV WR HROe ScRUeV

• B\ NHW DRXbOH BRJH\ IRU a KLJK KROH VFRUH.

OU

• II a KROH LVQ·W SOa\HG, a NHW PaU LV UHFRUGHG 

(fRU haQdicaS SXUSRVeV RQO\)

E[ceSWiRQ: LI OHVV WKaQ 14 KROHV RI aQ 18 KROH URXQG  
KaYH bHHQ SOa\HG, QHW SaU + 1 VWURNH PXVW bH aGGHG WR 
WKH ILUVW KROH QRW SOa\HG aQG QHW SaU WR WKH UHPaLQLQJ 
XQSOa\HG KROHV

TKHVH aGMXVWPHQWV aUH PaGH XVLQJ WKH CRXUVe HaQdicaS 
aQG ZLOO bH aSSOLHG b\ WKH FRPSXWHU.

If during an ϭϴ hole round a plaǇer fails to complete a hole or 
records a score higher than Net Double BogeǇ ;NDBͿ͕ the gross 
score for that hole shall be adjusted to the NDB for that plaǇer 
using their Course Handicap ;similar to noǁͿ͘ 

If a plaǇer doesn͛t start a hole or leaǀes the course after plaǇing 
the minimum number of acceptable holes͕ the plaǇer ǁill be 
giǀen a score of Net Par for the holes not plaǇed ;unless feǁer 
than ϭϰ holes haǀe been returned then the plaǇer ǁill be giǀen 
Net Par нϭ on the first hole not plaǇed and Net Par for the 
remaining holesͿ͘ FairlǇ similar to our treatment of ϵͲhole 
scores in CONGU͘ 

This is not meant to be a ͚get out of jail free card͛ to aǀoid 

ϭϯ



PLAYING CONDITIONS CALCULATION (PCC) 

Golf is an outdoor sport, and sometimes playing conditions can cause scores to be 
abnormally high or low on a given day.  The effect of the weather and course conditions is 
referred to in CONGU as the CSS.

The PCC will account for this and is automatically applied to Score Differentials to better 
reflect the player’s actual performance. 

How it differs from the CSS that we are familiar with: 

It is only performed ONCE A DAY and includes all scores (both 9- and 18- hole rounds) 
from all tee sets on a course.  

It uses all acceptable scores from both genders and requires at least 8 scores from 
players with a Handicap Index of 36.0 or below. 

If scores were unusually low or high, a PCC adjustment between –1 and +3 will be 
applied to your score differential calculation to reflect the playing conditions on the day. 


A PCC of 0 means the course played as expected, which will be the case more often than 
not.


Pla\iQg CRQdiWiRQV CalcXlaWiRQ
WKeQ adYeUVe ZeaWKeU cRQdLWLRQV RU 
abQRUPaO cRXUVe VeW-XS caXVeV 
VcRUeV WR be XQXVXaOO\ KLJK RU ORZ RQ 
a JLYeQ da\, a POa\LQJ CRQdLWLRQV 
CaOcXOaWLRQ ZLOO adMXVW ScRUe 
DLffeUeQWLaOV WR beWWeU UefOecW WKe 
SOa\eU·V acWXaO SeUfRUPaQce.

TKe PCC ZLOO be VLPSOe aQd 
cRQVeUYaWLYe LQ QaWXUe aQd ZLOO 
SURYLde LQWeJeU YaOXe adMXVWPeQWV.

-1, +1, +�, +�
A miQXV YalXe meaQV Whe cRXUVe ZaV 
Sla\iQg eaVieU WhaQ e[SecWed aQd Zill 
be added WR Whe UaWiQg Rf Whe cRXUVe 
iQ Whe diffeUeQWial calcXlaWiRQ.

A SlXV YalXe meaQV Whe cRXUVe ZaV 
Sla\iQg haUdeU WhaQ e[SecWed aQd Zill 
be VXbWUacWed fURm Whe UaWiQg Rf Whe 
cRXUVe iQ Whe diffeUeQWial calcXlaWiRQ.

There is one more facƚor ƚhaƚ can adjƵsƚ ǇoƵr score differenƚial Ͳ ƚhe effecƚ of 
ƚhe ǁeaƚher and coƵrse condiƚions͘ Which ǁe refer ƚo in CONGU as ƚhe CSS 
͙͙͘
;ƚhe US haǀe neǀer had ƚhis ʹ ƚheǇ͛re going ƚo LOVE iƚ͊Ϳ
Golf is an oƵƚdoor sporƚ͕ and someƚimes plaǇing condiƚions can caƵse scores 
ƚo be abnormallǇ high or loǁ on a giǀen daǇ͘ 

The PCC ǁill accoƵnƚ for ƚhis and is aƵƚomaƚicallǇ applied ƚo Score 
Differenƚials ƚo beƚƚer reflecƚ ƚhe plaǇer s͛ acƚƵal performance͘ 

Some differences ƚo ƚhe CSS ǁe are familiar ǁiƚh͗

• Iƚ is onlǇ performed once a daǇ and inclƵdes all scores ;boƚh ϵͲ and ϭϴͲ
hole roƵndsͿ from all ƚee seƚs on a coƵrse͘ 

• Iƚ Ƶses all accepƚable scores from boƚh genders͘
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SUBMITTING YOUR SCORE 

Submit your score in accordance with Club procedures as soon as possible after you 
have completed your round. It must be certified by a marker. 


The prompt submission of your score is important as it will enable your score to be 
included in the daily PCC and your Handicap Index to be updated ready for your next 
round.


If a score is posted late and misses the midnight deadline, it will not be a part of any PCC 
calculation but will have the PCC, from the day the round was played, applied.


TimefUame foU SXbmiWWing a ScoUe

ScRUHV VKRXOd bH SoVWed on Whe da\ of Sla\ aQd 
bHIRUH PLdQLJKW. 

PRVWLQJ RI VcRUHV LV SRVVLbOH b\ WKUHH dLIIHUHQW 
PHWKRdV:

• TKH cRPSXWHU/WHUPLQaO LQVWaOOHd LQ WKH JROI cOXb,
WKH SUR VKRS, RU ORcNHU URRP

• LRJJLQJ LQWR WKH dHVNWRS daVKbRaUd RQ aQ LQWHUQHW 
cRQQHcWHd cRPSXWHU, WabOHW RU cHOO SKRQH, aZa\ 
IURP WKH cOXbKRXVH

• UVLQJ WKH MRbLOH ASS RQ a VPaUWSKRQH

You’ll be relieved to know you are not expected to be able to 
calculate your own handicap after submitting a new score!! 

Read the slide.

Even if you have played away from your home course……
;the scorecard will still need to be checked to make sure it 
matches the score you entered, so depending on the 
circumstances you may need to return it to your home clubͿ

Ϯϲ



SCORE DIFFERENTIALS  

Once the PCC is determined, your final score differential will be calculated—representing 
the handicap you ’played to’ for that round relative to the difficulty of the course played, 
as determined by the Course Rating and Slope Rating, and the playing conditions. 


   

A score of 80 on a difficult course may result in a lower score differential than a 77 on an 
easier one. 


Likewise:


A high score on a day when conditions are challenging may result in a lower score 
differential, which has the potential to become one of the best 8 within your scoring 
record.


What is a score differential?

A VcRUe dLffeUeQWLaO LV WKe dLffeUeQce 
beWZeeQ a SOa\eUV adMXVWed gURVV VcRUe 
aQd WKe cRXUVe UaWLQg, UefOecWLQg WKe 
VORSe UaWLQg aQd WKe SOa\LQg cRQdLWLRQV 
caOcXOaWLRQ (PCC).

IW LV a QXPeULcaO YaOXe aWWULbXWed WR a 
VcRUe acKLeYed RQ a gROf cRXUVe RQ a 
VSecLfLc da\ WKaW LV  SRVWed LQWR WKe 
SOa\eUV VcRULQg UecRUd.

To calculate a score differential from Ǉour round͕ ǁe take the 
adjusted gross score ;ǁe͛ll come on to that neǆtͿ and conǀert it for 
using in the handicap calculation͘ So eǀerǇone s͛ scores ǁorldǁide 
must be conǀerted in the same ǁaǇ͘

Once Ǉou haǀe ϮϬ scores͕ a ͚fullǇ deǀeloped͛ Handicap Indeǆ is 
generated͘ It is the aǀerage of the best ;loǁestͿ ϴ score differentialsͿ 
from the last ϮϬ score differentials͘ We͛ll see an eǆample later͘

An adũƵƐƚĞd ŐƌŽƐƐ ƐcŽƌĞ is not a neǁ concept for CONGU plaǇers ʹ
ǁe alreadǇ adjust gross scores on each hole for a maǆimum score of 
nett double bogeǇ͘  There are additional adjustments in WHS͙͙͘͘ 

Additional detail͗
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EXCEPTIONAL SCORE REDUCTION 

If a score produces a score differential that is 7.0 strokes or better than your Handicap 
Index at the time the round is played, it is subject to an exceptional score reduction.


If the score differential is between 7.0 and 9.9 strokes better, your Handicap Index will be 
reduced by 1.0 stroke. 


If the score differential is 10.0 or more strokes better, your Handicap Index will be reduced 
by 2.0 strokes.


E[ceSWiRQal ScRUe RedXcWiRQ - ESR

ESR LV a SURcedXUe IRU deaOLQJ ZLWK e[ceSWLRQaO VcRUeV ZKLcK Pa\ LQdLcaWe WKe SOa\eU·V 
abLOLW\ LV UaSLdO\ LPSURYLQJ. 

HRZ dRHV LW ZRUN?

II a ScRUe DLIIeUeQWLaO LV -7.0 VWURNeV RU 
beWWeU WKaQ WKe HaQdLcaS IQde[ XVed 
ZKeQ WKe URXQd ZaV SOa\ed, WKe 
aSSURSULaWe ESR WabOe UedXcWLRQ LV 
aSSOLed WR WKe QeZ HaQdLcaS IQde[:

TKLV LV LQ aGGLWLRQ WR aQ\ UedXcWLRQ caXVed b\ WKe VcRUe beLQJ XVed LQ WKe XSdaWed 8 RI 20
caOcXOaWLRQ.

And finallǇ͕ ƚhe conǀerse of a Cap is ƚhe ESR͘ We are alreadǇ familiar ǁiƚh 
ƚhis concepƚ ǁiƚhin CONGU͕ especiallǇ ǁiƚh beginners and jƵniors͘ Wiƚhin an 
aǀeraging sǇsƚem͕ ƚhe implemenƚaƚion is slighƚlǇ differenƚ͙͘͘

Wheneǀer a plaǇer demonsƚraƚes abiliƚǇ ƚhaƚ is significanƚlǇ beƚƚer ƚhan ƚheir 
Indeǆ sƵggesƚs͕ a simple aƵƚomaƚic adjƵsƚmenƚ is made͘

If a plaǇer posƚs a score ƚhaƚ prodƵces a Score Differenƚial ϳ͘Ϭ sƚrokes or 
beƚƚer ƚhan ƚheir Handicap Indeǆ aƚ ƚhe ƚime ƚhe score ǁas sƵbmiƚƚed͕ an 
aƵƚomaƚic addiƚional adjƵsƚmenƚ is made Ƶsing ƚhe displaǇed ƚable͘

HŽǁ dŽeƐ ƚhaƚ ůŽŽŬ iŶ ƚhe haŶdicaƉ ƌecŽƌd͍ ͙͙

Addiƚional deƚail͗
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HANDICAP INDEX CAPS 

Even the best players struggle from time to time - and although form changes, a player’s 
underlying ability does not change rapidly. 


To prevent your Handicap Index from increasing too quickly, every time it is updated, the 
8 of 20 calculation is compared to the lowest Handicap Index that you have achieved 
during the last 365 days. 


A Low Handicap Index is established once a player has at least 20 acceptable scores in 
their scoring record. It is re-evaluated every time a new acceptable score is submitted. It 
represents the lowest Handicap Index the player achieved in the rolling 12- month period 
before the new score was submitted. This is an indication of their ‘fairly recent’ ability, 
despite any ‘more recent’ poor scores.


The calculated Low Handicap Index is then used as an ‘anchor’ to cap the upward 
movement of a player’s handicap index. The soft and hard caps will be implemented to 
ensure that a temporary loss of form does not cause a player’s Handicap Index to move 
too far from a level consistent with their demonstrated ability. 

The caps also serve as anti-abuse safeguards and will aid in minimising the potential for 
handicap manipulation. 


HaQdLcaS IQde[ CaSV

A SRIW CaS aQG HaUG CaS ZLOO bH LPSOHPHQWHG 
WR OLPLW aQ\ H[WUHPH XSZaUG PRYHPHQW RI a 
SOa\HU·V HaQGLcaS IQGH[.

TKH SRIW CaS ZLOO VXSSUHVV XSZaUG PRYHPHQW 
b\ 50% aIWHU a 3.0 VWURNH LQcUHaVH RYHU WKH LRZ 
HaQGLcaS IQGH[ KaV bHHQ UHacKHG.

TKH HaUd CaS ZLOO UHVWULcW XSZaUG PRYHPHQW WR 
5.0 VWURNHV RYHU WKH LRZ HaQGLcaS IQGH[.

TKH VRIW caS aQG KaUG caS SURcHGXUHV RQO\ VWaUW WR WaNH 
HIIHcW RQcH a SOa\HU KaV aW OHaVW 20 accHSWabOH VcRUHV LQ 
WKHLU VcRULQJ UHcRUG.

The calculated Low Handicap Index is then used as an ͚anchor͛ 
to cap the upward movement of a player s͛ handicap index. The 
soft and hard caps will be implemented to ensure that a 
temporary loss of form does not cause a player s͛ Handicap 
Index to move too far from a level consistent with their 
demonstrated ability. 

The caps also serve as antiͲabuse safeguards and will aid in 
minimizing the potential for handicap manipulation. 

The Handicap Committee at the club will still play a key role and 
have the ability to allow a player s͛ Index to exceed the hard cap 
if special circumstances such as an injury exist. The Low 
Handicap Index ;or anchorͿ is visible within player records.
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AND FINALLY… 

You’ll be relieved to know you are not expected to be able to calculate your own handicap 
after submitting a new score!! 

Even if you have played away from your home course...... (the scorecard will still need to 
be checked to make sure it matches the score you entered, so depending on the 
circumstances you may need to return it to your home club) 

Revisions will take place soon after midnight following the submission of a score. Scores 
should be submitted asap, wherever they were played. The handicap calculations are no 
longer tied to the act of closing the competition to determine the results 


If you have any questions, please direct them to myself or a member of the Handicap 
Committee. 

If required, further information will be sourced from the County Union/Association. The 
England Golf website also has further information and FAQ’s 


Thank you for taking the time to read this presentation.  Please contact me if you have 
any queries regarding the WHS. My contact details are listed below.


Kathryn Taylor

Handicap Secretary

South Moor Golf Club


Email:		 kathrynt1975@gmail.com

Mobile:	 07980 992769
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